MARYBOROUGH
In that sultry summer of 1685 Edmund Verney voiced the
savage hatred of Louis XIV among the English squires:
" I heare he stinckes alive and his cankers will stinck worse
when he is dead, and so will his memory to all eternity." l In
the ale-houses or upon the village greens ballads and songs
expressed the popular sentiment against the French. In the
parish churches collections were made to aid the Huguenots.
The refugees now beginning to stream into England in con-
siderable numbers, bringing their arts and crafts with them,
were received with sympathy and hospitality from every class.
French weavers, silk-workers, and paper-makers were wel-
comed not as aliens but as brothers by the English working-
folk, and the foundations of important future industries
were laid by their skill and trade-secrets. Acute observers
in France like Vauban and, later, Fenelon watched with
sorrow, as their writings record, the fundamental enmity
growing between the French and all their neighbours, or
measured with alarm the increasing strain and injury which
its gigantic military burden cast upon their own country.
Thus slowly, fitfully, but none the less surely, the sense of a
common cause grew across the barriers of class, race, creed,
and interest in the hearts of millions of men.
All moved to climax in the fateful year 1688. The Grand
Monarch's quarrel with the Papacy was at its height. To dis-
putes about pontifical authority and ' extra-territoriality' was
added the conflict for the Electorate of Cologne. There were
associated in those days with the Archbishopric of Cologne
the sees of Munster and Liege. Thus the realm of Cologne
comprised the long belt of land on the very marches which
divided France from Germany and Holland, including the
control of all the principal bridgeheads on the main rivers.
A vacancy in the Archbishopric now occurred. Louis chose
the one man of all others who was most hateful and dangerous
to the Protestant Powers, and who was at the same time
specially obnoxious to the Pope. Cardinal Fiirstenberg,
Bishop of Strasburg, was a German ecclesiastic who for more
than thirty years had been a French tool. He had, in fact,
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